BFRC Guidance Note

Energy Efficient Windows

The windows that we select for our homes
bring light, warmth, and beauty into them.
Poorly selected windows are a major
source of heat loss in the winter and can
reduce comfort and the amount of effective
living space. Energy efficient windows, when
correctly selected and installed, will help to
minimise the heating and lighting costs and
will also increase comfort and the amount
of useable living space.

In the past, selecting energy efficient
windows has been difficult for consumers
and there is a need for a method of
selecting energy efficient windows that is
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performances of different complete
windows simply and quickly.

Make an informed choice. Ask to see

the BFRC rating for windows before

purchasing. If in doubt, check for local
manufacturers of rated windows

on the web at www.bfrc.org.

Saving money

Energy efficient windows may cost more
initially but will not only improve comfort
but will save energy and money for the life

of the window. Over the life of a window,
the cost of heat lost is greater than the

WHY YOU SHOULD SELECT ENERGY EFFICIENT REPLACEMENT WINDOWS

! <’.(f!"\/:'

enestration
;C!':'s‘!’
(

Reducing heat loss

An important factor in the energy efficiency
of a whole window is the U-value.

A window with a low Uvalue loses less
heat than one with a high U-value.

Energy Index (kWh/m?2/year)
(Energy Index certified by BFRC and based
©n UK standard window. The actual energy
cansumption for a specific application will
depend on the building, the local climate and
tha indoor tamperature)

The climate zone is:

Thermal Transmittance (U-value) 1.7 W/m2K
Solar Factor (g-value)

Air Leakage (L-value)
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This labal is not a statutory requiremant. It is a voluntary label provided
as a customer service to allow consumers to maka informed dacisions
on the anergy parformance of competing praducts.
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WHY YOU SHOULD SELECT ENERGY EFFICIENT REPLACEMENT WINDOWS

The following factors affect the whole Highly energy efficient windows are
window U-value: manufactured with inert gases (argon

. ) or krypton) in the spaces between Britis]
* The type of glazing material. the panes because these gases transfer DIt

less heat than air. enestration

* The number of glazing layers.

Select energy efficient window
to improve comfort and reduce
greenhouse gases.

* The size of the cavity between
the glazing layers.

* The type of gas in the cavit

THE KEY FACTS

* The best way to compare windows
for energy efficiency is to use the
BFRC rating.

* BFRC rating is on a scale of A to G,
where an A-rated window
is more energy efficient than

a G-rated window.

* Look for the BFRC label on
windows and in literature to
easily compare windows for

energy efficiency.

* Different combinations of frame
style, frame material, and glazing
can yield very different results when
trying to compare energy efficiency
and cost. All of these factors can be

compared using the BFRC rating.
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